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BMEL Protein Crop Strategy
https://www.bmel.de/DE/Landwirtschaft/Pflanzenbau/Ackerbau/_Texte/Eiweisspflanzenstrategie.html
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Goals of the Protein Crop Strategy
Increase production of 
domestic legumes and 
improve supply / demand

strengthen regional value chains

Promote protein supply from domestic 
production and improve supply with 
non-genetically modified protein crops

Improve ecosystem 
services and resource 
conservation

3



Transfer of Knowledge
Model demonstration networks have been established to ...

... to strengthen consulting and knowledge transfer

... to develop value chains

... to promote exchange between scientists, 
consultants and farmers

... to exchange existing knowledge within and 
outside the network
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→ Soya
− Start 2013 – 2018

− www.sojafoerderring.de

→ Lupine
− Start 2014, until 31.12.2019

− www.lupinen-netzwerk.de

→ Pea / Bean
− Start 2016, until 2020

− www.demoneterbo.agrarpraxisforschung.de

→ Small grain leguminous plants 
− Start 06.2019, until 31.4.2024 (mid-term review after 3 years)

Transfer of Knowledge
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Research and Development

breeding plant production food processing

ecosystem services animal nutrition human nutrition

Since 2013: 83 projects, 20 joint projects with 40 partners
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Developing value chains to 
strengthen demand

breeder
s

crop producers

compound feed 
manufacturers, 
traders

livestock 
farmers

food industry

LEH

retailing
dairies, 
slaughterhouses ...

retailing
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Protein Crop Strategy budget

2014-2016

13 Mio. € 2017

6 Mio. € 2018

4 Mio. €
6 Mio. €

2019

2 Mio. €
6 Mio. €

2 Mio. €
6 Mio. €

2020

“Grants to support measures to improve the supply of plant proteins of 
local production”
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Dialogue process for "more sustainable protein feeds
https://www.ble.de/DE/Projektfoerderung/Foerderungen-Auftraege/Eiweisspflanzenstrategie/Veranstaltungen/20191030_Dialogforum-Eiweiss.html
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Area under cultivation

18.2*24.1**23.4

55.3

70.7

* Other pulses and mixed cultures; ** Statistically recorded since 2016; Source: Federal Statistical Office and BMEL

Total= 191.7
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Production, Million tons 
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* provisional,                                                                                             Source: OVID (2019)

peas

beans

soybeans

Sweet lupine



Development of utilization of leguminoses
in fodder

Peas
Faba beans
others

Source: BLE; AMI
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CAP post 2020

Multiannual Financial Framework 2021-2027 (2 May 2018)

 CAP post 2020 (1 June 2018): 

 A regulation on the single common market
organisation (CMO)

 A regulation on the CAP Strategic Plans

 A horizontal regulation on the financing, 
management and monitoring of the CAP
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CAP post 2020

We see new funding opportunities in the following 5 areas: 
1. The future national CAP strategic plans, including 

- specific sector programmes,

- coupled payments

- Programs of the 2 . CAP pillar (agri-environmental 
programmes, investment promotion, etc.) 

2. Research programmes of the EU (e.g. Horizon Europe 2021-
2027) and the MS (e.g. German Protein Plant Strategy)

3. Market analysis and transparency. 

4. Promotion of the benefits of vegetable protein for food, health, 
climate and environment (including the Commission's EUR 200 
Mio. promotion programe in 2019 and the EU school programe).

5. Exchange knowledge/best practices through an online platform. 
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CAP post 2020

Current German assessment
1. The CAP should maintain its market-oriented course and, in 

particular, no coupled direct payment for protein crops should be 
introduced.

2. The prolongation of agri-environment measures including extended 
crop rotations and a certain proportion of legumes will have to be 
considered in the light of the new conditionality.

3. Very skeptical ( experience with Fruit & Vegetables programs)

- Reduction of direct payments

- Complex and bureaucratic – no interest signed in the regions

- Inefficient  

- High systemic risk of penalties
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Thank you for your attention
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